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Sen. Jones leads hearing on DeKalb Gov’t 
 

ATLANTA – On Tuesday, State 
Senator Emanuel Jones (D-
Ellenwood) led the first meeting of 
the Senate DeKalb County 
Government Study Committee in 
downtown Decatur. More than 100 
concerned DeKalb residents filled the 
Manuel Maloof Auditorium to hear 
presentations from the Carl Vinson 
Institute of Government, Association 
County Commissioners of Georgia 
and Georgia Municipal Association 
on the state of DeKalb’s local 

government.  Also, with recent talk of incorporating the entire county into one city of DeKalb, 
residents came out to express their thoughts during the town hall meeting. 
 
“I come before you tonight, along with the entire DeKalb delegation, to consider the various 
organizational forms of government, which will hopefully facilitate a more effective and efficient 
county government and democratic representation in DeKalb,” stated Sen. Jones.  “We want to open 
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up the lines of communication and get everyone involved in this process before we consider any new 
legislation that would affect the current structure of DeKalb government, or legislation that would 
incorporate new cities in DeKalb.” 
 
Several concerned residents used the time allotted for public comment to express their opinions on the 
current direction of DeKalb’s government, including DeKalb resident Davis Fox. 
 
“As a citizen of DeKalb, I’d like to know what direction this county and this committee are headed in,” 
said Fox.  “The current trend toward incorporation and/or new municipalities is ahead of itself; we 
need to figure out what the problems are before we simply push for new cities.” 
 
The DeKalb County Government Study Committee includes Senators David Adelman (D-Atlanta), 
Gloria Butler (D-Stone Mountain), Steve Henson (D-Tucker), Steen Miles (D-Decatur), Curt 
Thompson (D-Norcross), Dan Weber (R-Dunwoody) and Senate State and Local Governmental 
Operations Committee Chairman John Wiles (R-Kennesaw).  The Committee will hold four additional 
meetings over the next few months.  The next meeting will be held in the Dunwoody area on Tuesday, 
September 5, 2006. 
 
Pictured above (L-R):  Former state Sen. Jim Tysinger addresses the attendees of the DeKalb 
County Government Study Committee, as Chairman Emanuel Jones and Sen. Steve Henson look 
on. 
 
 

# # # # 
 
 
Sen. Emanuel Jones represents the 10th Senate District which includes portions of DeKalb and Henry 
counties.  He may be reached at 404.656.0502 or emanuel.jones@senate.ga.gov. 
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